FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 11, 2025

Celebrate St. James Receives $211,300 Gardiner Foundation
Grant to Launch Theatre Renovation

St. James, NY — Celebrate St. James proudly announces it has received a $211,300 grant from
the Robert D.L. Gardiner Foundation to initiate Phase 1 of the renovation of the historic
Calderone Theatre, located at 176 Second Street, St. James, NY 11780.

The grant check was awarded on June 23, 2025, following a site visit by members of the
Gardiner Foundation committee in May and official notification from the Foundation's Executive
Director, Kathryn M. Curran.

The funding will support critical structural work, including the replacement of the theatre’s
roof—preparing the building for future solar panel installation—and the exposure and
stabilization of the original stage. Construction is scheduled to begin at the end of July 2025.

The renovation project is set to move forward with the dedicated construction team of Phil
DeBlasio of Phil DeBlasio Builders and Michael Morbillo of Enspire Design Group, who are
generously contributing their services pro bono. Their expertise and commitment, combined
with the strategic oversight of Celebrate St. James’ Board of Directors, will be essential to
bringing the historic theatre back to life.

The Calderone Theatre is owned by the Town of Smithtown through a grant awarded by
Suffolk County to Celebrate St. James, further highlighting the collaborative public-private
effort to preserve this local treasure.

The successful grant proposal was spearheaded by Patricia Clark, past Board President, and
Natalie Weinstein, Founder and current Board President, with the full support and collaboration
of the organization’s board team.

Natalie Weinstein, Founder and Board President of Celebrate St. James, stated:

“We are deeply grateful to the Gardiner Foundation for believing in our vision. This grant brings
us closer to restoring the Calderone Theatre as a vibrant cultural landmark and a symbol of our
community s history and future.”

Reflecting on the award, Kathryn M. Curran, Executive Director of the Robert David Lion
Gardiner Foundation, shared:

“Celebrate St. James has grown professionally through the hard work of its Board and Staff-
Their vision for community engagement and historic preservation has elevated this organization
to become a resource of art, culture and education.”

Celebrate St. James extends heartfelt thanks to the Gardiner Foundation for sharing our vision
and generously funding this important progress.
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The Robert D.L. Gardiner Foundation is dedicated to supporting nonprofit organizations committed to
preserving the cultural heritage, history, and environment of Long Island. The Gardiner Foundation is a
registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

&> www.rdlgfoundation.org
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Celebrate St. James Cultural Arts Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to enriching the community
by preserving and promoting the arts, history, and culture of St. James and the surrounding areas. The
organization is committed to fostering creativity and community engagement through cultural
programming and historic preservation. Celebrate St. James is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.
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Celebrate St. James invites the community to stay engaged with the project, volunteer, and
contribute to this important cultural restoration.
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